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statute the ballot is secret, and the franchise extends to
all men over twenty-one years of age who have not been
deprived of the right to vote in consequence of a con-
viction for crime, and who are not bankrupts, under
guardianship, or in active military or naval service.1 To
be eligible a candidate must be twenty-five years old
and not disqualified from being a voter.2 Members of
families that have ever reigned in France are, however,
excluded;8 and in order to prevent as far as possible
the use of pressure the law forbids almost every state
official to be a candidate in a district where his position
might enable him to influence the election.4 As a fur-
ther safeguard against the power of the administration,
which is justly dreaded by the French Liberals, it is
provided that all public servants who receive salaries,
except a few of the highest in rank, shall lose their
offices if they accept an election to Parliament, and that
a deputy who is appointed even to one of these highest
offices, unless it be that of minister or under-secretary,
shall lose his seat.5

The Chamber of Deputies is elected for four years,
and consists at present of five hundred and The method
seventy-six members; ten of the seats being of eleotiou-
distributed among the various colonies, and six allotted
to Algiers, while the remaining deputies are chosen in

1 Arts. 1, 2, and 5 of the Law of Nov. 30, 1875.   Poudra et Pierre,
Droit Parlementaire, sects. 482-84, 4=98-614.
3 Law of Nov. 30, 1875, Arts. 6, 7.

*  Law of June 16, 1885, Art. 4.

*  Law of Nov. 30,1875, Art. 12.

*  Id., Arts. 8, 9, and 11.   A deputy appointed to one of these offices
may, however, be reflected (Art. 11).